
YAMSEN:SpeciallyMusicYAMSEN:SpeciallyMusic 
36th Lord Mayor’s Christmas Concert 

and 
Annual Art Competition prize-giving 

With Councillor Eileen Taylor 
Lord Mayor of Leeds 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This year’s theme is  
Planet Earth 

logo 

YAMSEN:SpeciallyMusic 
36th Lord Mayor’s Christmas Concert 

and 
Annual Art Competition prize-giving 

With Councillor Eileen Taylor 
Lord Mayor of Leeds 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This year’s theme is  
Planet Earth 

logo 

Back page 

YAMSEN:SpeciallyMusic 
What is YAMSEN:SpeciallyMusic? 
YAMSEN:SpeciallyMusic is a charity dedicated to providing high-quality musical activities 
(including tuition and concerts) to children and adults with additional needs, and also to providing 
musical training, information and support to parents, carers, teachers, support staff, and anyone else 
with an interest in music, for adults and children with additional needs.  
Who are we? 
Staff [teachers and support staff] from primary, high and special schools, colleges and universities, 
parents and carers, all of whom have an interest in exploring the role of music for pleasure, education 
and communication. 

Are we all musicians? Do we all play instruments?  
Not at all! We are on a veritable spectrum between having no musical experience or training at all [in 
fact some of us were told we couldn’t sing as children] and being professional musicians and music 
educators. What we have in common is: one, the knowledge that our children and adults with 
additional needs have as much right to good musical education as anyone else, and: two, our readiness 
to enable this. 

What do we have to offer? 
Choirs to join, concerts [big and small] to watch and/or play in, festivals, courses, 
conferences, training, music therapy, specialised music equipment, specialist music tuition, 
advice, advocacy, places where like-minded people can network. We are part of the Leeds 
Include Network and work collaboratively with other organisations and charities whenever 
we can. We are members of national organisations such as the MU and the NEU, Music Mark 
and try to keep up with, and influence, current thinking on music for those with additional 
needs. 
Where are we? How can we be contacted? 
Our office is at Meanwood Community Centre; we run children’s choirs in Leeds and 
Wakefield, and the adult choir and art activity workshops at West Park in Leeds. Our students 
mainly come from the Yorkshire area, but anybody and everybody is welcome. Contact us 
through our website www.yamsen.org if you want to get involved in any way. 
How are we funded? 
Almost entirely by donations; our funding officer works tirelessly to put in bids (see inside 
page for details). 
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YAMSEN:SpeciallyMusic is a registered charity dedicated to providing musical 
opportunities to adults and children with additional needs.
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This Evening’s Performers 
 
Off By Heart –adult choir led by Mavis West, Joanna Winster, with pianist Aljoša 
Škorja 

 
One Accord - high school choir from the Leeds area, and Young Accord –
primary school choir led by Joanna Winster, Sophie Thiruchelvum with pianist Jo 
Brooke 
 

Wakefield Accords –children’s choir from the Wakefield area led by Jackie 
Craig and Kate Ghent 

 
Yorkshire Evening Post Band – brass band from the Yorkshire area, led 
by Rebecca Todd, conductors Aljoša Škorja, Rob Savage and Simon Lindley 

 
East Steel –community steelband from Leeds area, led by Bex Ainge 
 
Off The Cuff – four or five piece mixed band 

 
Natalie and Sons – flute and violin trio 
 
St Peter’s Clerks –choir led by Simon Lindley 
 
Father and Mother Christmas as themselves 
 
Broomfield, Southfield and East SILC -choirs and nativity 
 
Sylvia, Chris, Emily – soloists 
 
Charmaine, Catherine, Milly – poetry readers 
 
Simon Lindley -compère and conductor  
 

Lord Mayor Cllr Eileen Taylor -message for peace 
 
There will be a virtual bucket collection at the end of  this performance. All 
donations welcome, however large or small. All monies collected will go towards the 
costs of the concert. Please pay online to Yamsen  09-01-29 44181932 or send a cheque 
made payable to Yamsen to Victoria Jaquiss at Meanwood Community Centre, 
Stainbeck Avenue, Leeds LS7 2QU 
 
 



Christmas Past and Present Order of Performance 2020 
 
To make this more like a proper real-life concert, we include some suggested actions 
for each act. These can include clapping hand, shaking bells or tambourines. And, of 
course you can think up your own actions. There is an intermission, but you can stop 
and start again whenever you like. 
 
Natalie and Sons play outside the Town Hall as the audience arrives - Walk or wheel yourself 
around the room as they play 
 
East Steel plays In the Bleak Midwinter as audience comes in – You take your places  
 
Welcome to the Concert and Prize Giving - Victoria Jaquiss - Sit quietly and listen. 
 
Pictures at the Exhibition - Sit quietly, listen and watch. 
 
Yorkshire Evening Post Band plays Ding Dong Merrily on High -Everyone can sing along 
[words on Page 2] 
 
Off By Heart sings Away in a Manger - YAM and Off By Heart can sing along with this, everyone 
else can listen. [words on Page 3] 
 
Prize giving for 6-9 and 10-13 - See the pictures of the winning pictures and past prize givings. 
 
Broomfield and East SILC perform Follow that Star - Sing along or listen. [words on Page 4] 
 
East SILC perform Together at Christmas - Sing along or listen. [words on Page 5] 
 
Sylvia and Chris sing Merry Christmas 
 
Christmas Greetings - Listen and wave back, see who you recognise. 

 
INTERMISSION 

 
Prize giving for 14 - 19 and Adults - Pictures of the winning pictures and past prize-givings 

 
Charmaine Riley recites her poem,  After Corona - Settle down and listen. 
 
Poetry display - Take a look at the winning pictures. 
 
Catherine and Peter’s Poetry Readings - Sit back and listen to Catherine and Milly. 
 
Lord Mayor’s message for peace - Listen to the Lord Mayor speaking from the civic hall. 
 
Silent Night - Listen to Emily sing Silent Night. 
 
Nativity: All the shepherds and the Wise men and angels were stuck in Tier 3, luckily . . . . .  
Southfield [with a little help from East Silc] was able step in. You can create your own nativity 
and then sit and watch and listen to Five Little Angels [words on Page 6] 
 
Mother and Father Christmas - Listen to Mother and Father Christmas and you can wave back 
at them. 
 
Yorkshire Evening Post Band play We Wish You a Merry Christmas - Everyone should or dance 
or shake those bells to this.  Sung by all. [words on Page 7] 
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Ding Dong Merrily on High 
 

Ding dong, merrily on High 
In heav’n the bells are ringing 

Ding dong, verily the sky 
Is Riv’n with angels singing 

 
Gloria…… Hosanna in excelsis! 

 
 

E’en so, here below, below 
Let steeple bells be swungen 

And I o, I o, I o 
By priest and people swungen 

 
Gloria…… Hosanna in excelsis! 

 
 

Pray you dutifully prime 
Your matin chime ye ringers 

<ay you beautifully rhyme 
Your eve-yime song, ye singers 

 Gloria…… Hosanna in excelsis! 
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AWAY IN A MANGER, NO CRIB FOR A BED

1  Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
 The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
 The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
 The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
 
2  The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
 But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.
 I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,
 And stay by my bedside till morning is nigh.
 
3  `Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay
 Close by me for ever, and love me, I pray.
 Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
	 And	fit	us	for	heaven,	to	live	with	thee	there.

Anonymous, Philadelphia 1883 – set by Sir David Willcocks [1919-2015]
W J Kirkpatrick [1838-1921]

3



 

Follow That Star 
 

Doo doo doo doo doo (lots of this)... 
Kings are travelling onwards. 

Got to keep travelling onwards. 
Following the bright star shining. 

Got to keep travelling onwards. 
Keep on travelling, got to follow that star. 

(Repeat from beginning) 
Doo doo (lots)...Follow that star! 
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Together At Christmas 
 

Standing together as Christmas is near 
The waiting is finally over 

Now that the time for the snowflakes is here 
We can all sing to each other 

 
So ring the bells and sing to-gether at 

Christmas time 
So ring the bells and sing to-gether at 

Christmas time 
Christmas time, Christmastime 

 
Now that Christmas is finally here 

Time to reflect on the year 
Finding hope at this Christmas time 
Standing together at Christmastime 

 
Standing together as Christmas is near 

The waiting is finally over 
  



 

Five, Five, Five Little Angels 
 

1 Five, Five, Five Little Angels rocking on the road to 
Bethlehem 

Five, Five, Five Little Angels rocking on the road to 
Bethlehem 

Five, Five, Five Little Angels rocking on the road to 
Bethlehem 

Let's follow them to Bethlehem 
25th of December, let's all go. 

 
2. Four, four, four sleepy shepherds rocking on the road 

to Bethlehem 
 

3. Three, three, three very wise men rocking on the road 
to Bethlehem 

 
4.Two, two, Mary and Joseph rocking on the road to 

Bethlehem 
 

5. One, one, one little baby sleeping in the hay at 
Bethlehem 
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Page 6 
 

We wish you a merry Christmas 
 
1. We wish you a merry Christmas, 
we wish you a merry Christmas, 
we wish you a merry Christmas 
and a happy New Year. 
Good tidings we bring 
to you and your kin; 
we wish you a merry Christmas 
and a happy New Year. 
 
2. Now bring us some figgy pudding, 
now bring us some figgy pudding, 
now bring us some figgy pudding, 
and bring some out here. 
Good tidings we bring 
to you and your kin; 
we wish you a merry Christmas 
and a happy New Year. 
 
3. For we all like figgy pudding, 
we all like figgy pudding, 
we all like figgy pudding, 
so bring some out here! 
Good tidings we bring 
to you and your kin; 
we wish you a merry Christmas 
and a happy New Year. 
 
4. For we won't go until we've got some, 
we won't go until we've got some, 
we won't go until we've got some, 
so bring some out here! 
Good tidings we bring 
to you and your kin; 
we wish you a merry Christmas 
and a happy New Year. 
 
18 
 
Popular English Carol 
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Art Competition Finalists 
Adult 

1st Prize - Roddy Perry 
14-19 

1st Prize - Madi C, West SILC Milestone 
2nd Prize - Franscisco DS, West SILC Milestone 

2nd Prize – Summer I, Beechcliffe School 
3rd Prize - Nathaniel J, Broomfield School 

3rd Prize - Rhian Q, Beechcliffe School 
10-13 

1st Prize - Kenzi D L, Northridge School 
2nd Prize - Conrad H, West SILC Hollybush 

3rd Prize - Usman H, Beechcliffe School 
6-9 

1st Prize - Avah T, West SILC Hollybush 
2nd Prize - Hanniyah H, Woodbank School 
3rd Prize - Sophie R, West SILC Hollybush 

Poetry Competition Finalists 
Adult 

1st Prize - Catherine Ditchfield 
1st Prize - Peter Olby 

14 - 19 
1st Prize – Amy S, West SILC 

2nd Prize – Finn H, Beechcliffe School 
3rd Prize – Anisa K, Beechcliffe School 

Commended - Teaghan H, Broomfield School 
Commended - Daniaal H, Beechcliffe School 

Commended - Mitchell W, Beechcliffe School 
10-13 

1st Prize – Seth B, Beechcliffe School 
2nd Prize – Deven L, Beechcliffe School 
3rd Prize – Fahad A, Beechcliffe School 

Commended - Aaron H, Beechcliffe School 

This year has been so very different and so very strange. No one could escape the 
effects of the COVID-19 crisis. No one could ignore the terrible events that led up to 
the Black Lives Matter movement. It was difficult not to be moved by sights such as 
Liverpool football club taking a knee before matches. Only a few years ago this 
action would have been scandalous, and even more years earlier sportspeople were 
being kicked out of their teams for taking a stand like this against racism.  
 
But now we feel a new positivity, and never more so than in the artistic and poetic 
responses to our art and poetry competition. And, as for the coronavirus, both 
poetry and art competition entrants were determined to show how they would not 
be put down by it. Some of them chose to make the virus into a beautiful shape and 
thus spike its evil effects, and most of the poets ranted and told the virus that they 
would not be intimidated by it. 

Victoria Jaquiss  
 
This year’s annual art and poetry competitions looked at the themes of 
confinement and diversity. Poets and artists were invited to think about how they 
were affected by lockdown and by the Black Lives Matter movement. 

As stimuli, we gave them Charmaine Riley’s poem After Corona, as well as 
pictures representing confinement and diversity. They were also invited to listen to 
Billy Taylor’s I Wish I Knew How It Would Feel To Be Free, as sung by Nina Simone, 
and Redemption Song by Bob Marley. We also gave them pictures  and photographs 
which depicted these themes. 
 

YAMSEN:SpeciallyMusic is a registered charity dedicated to providing musical opportunities to 
adults and children with additional needs. 
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Music and Composers 
 

Rudolph The Red Nosed Reindeer - Johnny Marks 
O Come O Come Emmanuel - John Mason Neale 
Ding Dong Merrily on High – George Ratcliffe Woodward 
Sleigh Ride – Leroy Anderson 
Follow The Star – Judy Lown, arr. Ruth Kenward 
Five Little Angels – Adrian Pearson 
We Wish You A Merry Christmas – English, Anon 
In The Bleak Midwinter – Holst, Rosetti 
Silent Night – Franz Gruben 
Together At Christmas – Julian Win, Jamie Copperwheat 
Promenade from Pictures at an Exhibition - Mussorgsky 
 
Thanks to: 
 
Meanwood Community Centre and Meanwood Preschool for hosting and supporting 
the art competition 
Josh and Tony Threlfall from The Picture Framers, Kirkstall 
The staff of Leeds Town Hall and Leeds Civic Hall for everything they do 
The various Lord Mayors of Leeds and the Lord Mayor’s Office 
Ed Roberts for Promenade from Pictures at an Exhibition 
Support: Wanda, Jackie, Joanna and Sue 
Our poetry competition judges: Charmaine Riley, Liz Chillington, Victoria Jaquiss 
Our art competition judges: Anna - Marie Garbutt, Cath Byfield, Si Denbigh, Jane 
Zanzoterra, Josh and Tony  from The Picture Framers 
Photography: Brian Slater and Victoria Jaquiss plus pics and clips from     
YAMSEN:SpeciallyMusic members 
Illustrations: Charlotte Emery 
Judging support: Wanda, Victoria, Milly, Clare, Rachel, Anna, Simon 
Film Maker and Director: Emma Walker, Producer: Victoria Jaquiss,  
Production Assistant: Milly Stoddart 
 
Contributing schools and centres: Beechcliffe, Broomfield, East SILC, East SILC 
John Jamieson Hollybush West SILC, Milestone West SILC, North Ridge, Southfield, 
Woodbank, YAM 
 
Special thanks to Anna-Marie Garbutt for all the amazing stage sets and decorations 
over the last few years, and the wonderful selection of pictures for the artists to 
draw inspiration from. And to Charlotte Emery for all for illustrations over the 
years.  
 
Special thanks to Alec at Ipso Printers for all his patience while producing this 
programme, the poetry books, the multi-seasonal cards, the tree decorations, the 
certificates, and scanning this year’s winners for next year’s cards and notebooks. 
 
And of course, special thanks to Irene Peace and Jan Holdstock for creating the event 
in the first place [and apologies to anyone we left out!] 
 
YAMSEN:SpeciallyMusic, Founded in 1979 – registered Charity, No. 1009204 
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